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Gracious God 
 We turn to you in wonder and praise as we celebrate 

Christmas. 
 

Remind us during this sacred season of our collective 
story. 

May our roots extend deep into the soil of faith and 
spread outwards to share 

 the Good News of Christ’s coming. 
 

Focus our attention so that we remain attuned to the 
sights, sounds and sensations of the season. May the 

presence of Christ be at the forefront of our 
thoughts and actions  

as we partake in this joyous season. 
 

Fill us with hope in the continuous birthing of Christ 
in our world.  

May we never lose sight of the promise of the 
Kingdom of peace and compassion that is both present 

and yet to be. 
With gratitude in our hearts, we pray 

Amen 

 
ADVENT/CHRISTMAS MASSES AND 

LITURGICAL SERVICES 
Thursday 14 December 
Parish Mass and Reconciliation 6:30pm 
Friday 15 December 
Filipino Novena Mass  6:30pm 
Saturday 16 AND 23 November 6:00pm 
Filipino Novena Mass integrated into Parish Mass 
Saturday 23 December 
4th Sunday of Advent Vigil Mass 6:00pm 
Sunday 24 December  
4th Sunday of Advent Mass 8:30am 
Children’s Christmas Mass 6:00pm 
Adult Christmas Vigil  9:00pm 
Monday 25 December -  Christmas Day 
Christmas morning Mass  9:00m 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
Book Sales on Monday 29 and Tuesday 30 January 
2018. 
 
Students commence Term 1 2018 on Wednesday, 
31 January.  

 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
Last Sunday we saw the beginning of Advent which is the start of 
the Christmas season. The word advent, from the Latin, means” 
the coming”. It is a time of spiritual reflection as well as 
happiness and anticipation. This is the time we prepare ourselves 
for the coming of Jesus at Christmas. At church you will see the 
Advent wreath and each week a candle is lit. The Advent wreath 
is made from green leaves to symbolise continuous life and it 
contains four candles – three Purple and one Rose. Each candle 
represents a special thought of hope, peace, joy and love. 
 

 

TRANSITION 

On Wednesday, all our children had the opportunity to meet 
their new Teachers and Teacher assistants for 2018 and spend 
time in their new classrooms. It was wonderful to meet with our 
new students who also joined us on the day for Transition. I know 
that from the chatter around the school that our students were 
happy meeting their new teachers and the chance to visit their 
new classrooms. The Transition went very smoothly, thanks to 
our wonderful staff. It was fantastic to have our Kindergarten 
classes joining us for this important event. I am sure there was a 
lot of happy chatter at the dinner table when our students Relate 
their adventures of the day.  We appreciate the extra effort from 
the parents and staff who came in especially for this Transition 
time frame. It really does make a difference for our students. 
 
   



 

 
 

 STAFF FOR 2018 
 We are blessed to have an amazing staff who are so dedicated 
and passionate about their jobs and strive to provide a wonderful 
education for our children. I would like to introduce the staff for 
2018. 
 
PRINCIPAL: MRS KERRY HEWITSON 
ASSIST. PRINCIPAL – ADMIN: MR BREE DUDEK 
ASSIST. PRINCIPAL – RE:  MRS BRIGID BRYCE 
ADMINISTRATION:  MS ANNE DAVIS 
    MRS MARY McCANN 
PRE KINDERGARTEN: MRS SUSAN NEWMAN  
KINDERGARTEN BLUE:  MISS MADELEINE FLYNN  
KINDERGARTEN GOLD: MRS KATHY RUSSELL 
PRE-PRIMARY BLUE: MRS TRACY ASHWORTH/MRS 
COURTNEY KEEDWELL 
PRE-PRIMARY GOLD MRS AMY FARR 
YEAR 1 BLUE:  MRS SARAH REES 
YEAR 1 GOLD:  MRS SONIA WEST 
YEAR 2 BLUE:  MISS DENISE REALE  
YEAR 2 GOLD:  MRS BRIDGET WHITE 
YEAR 3 BLUE:  MRS VALMA BOWLDEN 
YEAR 3 GOLD:  MRS MONICA JESSOP 
YEAR 4 BLUE  MRS LISETTE TILBROOK 
YEAR 4 GOLD:  MRS KRISTY KEELER  
MRS EMMA SULLIVAN 
YEAR 5 BLUE:  MRS JASMAN ANDERSON 

MR BREE DUDEK  
YEAR 5 GOLD:  MISS DENISE HEGARTY 
YEAR 6 BLUE:  MRS LEISA CLARK 
YEAR 6 GOLD:  MRS SHEVAUN BERTELLI 
      
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY:MR LUKE PORTOLAN 
MUSIC SPECIALIST: MRS LARA PIGOTT 
PHYS ED SPECIALIST: MRS CATHERINE HANCOCK  
  
SUPPORT TEACHER: MRS BRIGID BRYCE   
INDONESIAN TEACHER: MRS KATE FORREST 
SCIENCE SPECIALIST: MRS FIONA NEGUS 
DOTT RELIEF:  MRS MARINA KILPATRICK 

MISS MADELEINE FLYNN  
CHOIR/MUSIC SUPPORT:  MR IAN MILLS 
 
PRE- KINDERGARTEN ASSISTANT: / MRS LISA LUVERA MRS 
MARCELLINE SELL 
KINDERGARTEN BLUE ASSISTANT: MRS BELINDA OLD 
KINDERGARTEN BLUE ASSISTANT: MRS SUSANNAH MCATEE 
KINDERGARTEN GOLD ASSISTANT: MRS LISA LUVERA 
KINDERGARTEN GOLD ASSISTANT: MRS CHRIS GORDON 
PRE-PRIMARY BLUE ASSISTANT: MRS TRUDY MILNE  

PRE-PRIMARY GOLD ASSISTANT: MRS EMILY FYSHE 
MRS RACHEL EMMOTT 
MRS NEETA DEWNANI 

YEAR ONE BLUE ASSISTANT: MRS NICOLE SUTTIE 
YEAR ONE GOLD ASSISTANT: MRS TANIA NAPOLI 
YEAR TWO BLUE ASSISTANT: MRS RACHAEL WILSON 

MRS CANDICE KOVACS 
YEAR TWO GOLD ASSISTANT: MRS PIA RIACHI 
YEAR THREE / FOUR ASSISTANT: MRS REBECCA BLACK 

MRS LAURA RENYOLDS  
YEAR FIVE / SIX ASSISTANT: MRS ANNA WALSH  
LIBRARY ASSISTANT:  MRS ELIZABETH SCANLAN  
 
 
STAFF FOR 2018 
CANTEEN MANAGER:  MRS STEPHANIE TAYLOR 
UNIFORM SHOP CO-ORDINATOR: MRS RACHEL CRAIG 
GROUNDSKEEPER:  MR DAVID SALATHIEL 
GROUNDS SUPPORT  MR CRAIG YORK 
TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT:  MR LUKE PORTOLAN 
CLEANING TEAM   MR JASON ATKINSON 

MS TE KIRI FLAVELL  
 

 
 

We are blessed to have an outstanding staff that share their gifts 

and talents with us every day. Their passion and enthusiasm are 

greatly appreciated as they continue to make a difference in the 

lives of our school community. They are a very zany and creative 

bunch who strive for excellence. I pray that they will all have a 

well-earned rest over the holidays and come back refreshed and 

energised to power on once again. 

 

CONCERTS 
Last week we saw our Kindergarten concert and School Concert 
take place. They were both amazing concerts that truly 
entertained our school community. Thank you so much to our 
amazing students and their creative teachers and staff for finding 
such wonderful items to perform for our community. Thank you 
also to Stephanie Taylor for her sumptuous picnic baskets that 
many of our families chose to enjoy on the night.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

STAFF FAREWELL 
 
We truly are blessed to have some of the most wonderful staff in our school. Therefore, it is always sad 
when we farewell staff.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Sandra Hall joined us back in 2012 and she has been an outstanding 
Educational Assistant. Sandra is like an ever-ready bunny, she never tires and 
is eager to help everyone she encounters. She has been a joy to work with and 
I know she loves coming to school every day to help the children and staff in 
her care. Sandra is moving to Mandurah next year with her family and she will 
be working at Fredrick Irwin School.  We wish you well Sandra and thank you 

Alexandra Tocknell joined us this year and has worked in our Kindergarten 
class as well as our  
Three-Year-Old programme. Ally is always quick with a smile and has been 
wonderful to work with. Ally has driven up from Busselton to work with us and 
we wish you well in the future.   You have been a joy to get to know.  

 
 

Kaylene Schirripa joined us in Year Four this year alongside Kristy Keeler. Kaylene 
has jumped in enthusiastically and has quickly become part of Year Four.  We thank 
you for the wonderful work you have done.  
 
 

Deanne Driscoll joined us this term while Sue Newman is on Long Service 
Leave, Deanne has fitted in most beautifully and we thank you for the joy you 
bring to our school.  

 

Michelle Plajzer joined our staff as an educational assistant, then as a teacher. Michelle is 
full of passion and enthusiasm and has a love of learning. Michelle is always keen to help 
all children in her care and is a wonderful member of staff, we wish you well in the future 
and thank you for being you. 

 

Josette Bayliss has led our Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten classes in the 
past. She is passionate about children and she loves to join in with her little 
ones. You will find her on the floor and in among the fun that is being had in 
her class. Josette, this year, moved down to Busselton and she has begun 
working at MacKillop College.  We wish Josette all the best. 



 
  Claire Treasure has been an active member of our Pre-primary team this year and we thank you for the all you 

have done in our school.  Claire, as part of the P & F, was one of the main driving forces of the Nature Play area which 
our children enjoy every day.  
   
 

Welcome to New Staff 
At this time, we would like to welcome Mrs Kerry Hewitson as our new Principal. Kerry and her husband will be moving 
down to Leschenault just after Christmas. Kerry is presently working at St Simon Peter in Ocean Reef. Kerry is very keen 
to join our school community and I know that you will all make her very welcome. 
 
Miss Madeleine Flynn and Mrs Jasman Anderson will be joining us in Kindergarten and Year Five as teachers next year. I 
know they are both excited to begin their time teaching in our school and we wish them well. Welcome also to Mrs Tania 
Napoli and Mrs Neeta Dewnani, our two new Education Assistants who are joining our staff in 2018. 
 
Graduation 
This week our Year Six students graduate from primary school, as they prepare their way to High School. We as a school 
community have been very grateful for their assistance this year in helping to run our school. They have been great role 
models and we as a school community wish them well as their journey continues.  
Special thanks to our two wonderful teachers, Mrs Shevaun Bertelli and Mrs Leisa Clark and Mrs Anna Walsh our very 
able Education Assistant. They truly have prepared our students well for the future. The graduation evening was a 
wonderful evening full of joy and excitement.  
Thank you to Father Jess for celebrating Mass with us, Father Jess always ensures that the Mass is special for our students 
and relevant.  We are blessed to have you with us. 

 
Thank you also to Stephanie Taylor for providing wonderful delicious food for the evening and our great parent helpers 
for helping to serve and clean up after the event. To Cath Hancock and the wonderful parents who decorated our 
Undercover Area as well as Derek our dance master. Every element assists to make this a memorable evening, one our 
students will never forget.  
Special thanks to our Year Six students and our parents for entrusting your children in our care; it is a true team effort.  
 
Thank You 
Lastly, I would like to thank the whole school community of Leschenault for the wonderful and blessed five years I have 
spent in this very special community. I have loved my time in our school and feel very connected with the community. 
I will always remember fondly the people who I have worked with and met; especially our students; the spirit in this 
community is awe inspiring and I feel honoured to have been part of it. 
 
I wish you all a very blessed and Holy Christmas with much gratitude 
Paula MacKenzie  
Principal   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to Jack Vitali on being awarded the P & F Bursary from Bunbury Catholic 

College. 



  

Thank you to Retiring Board Members 
 
Our School Board is made up of an industrious group of committed parents who willingly share 
their gifts, talents and time in the development of our school plans. This group of awesome 
parents ensure that our school follows our Strategic Plan and keeps us financially sound for the 
present and into the future.  We have been blessed to have a dedicated bunch on our team and 
at this time we would like to thank these wonderful people who are retiring this year after 
serving their time on the Board. 
Katherine Madaffari has served three terms on the Board as our efficient and enthusiastic 
Secretary. She has managed to keep us on track and record all our meetings. Her humour and 
dedication to her role has been inspiring to us all. We cannot thank you enough for your tireless 
work and dedication to duty. 
Dom Vener has served two terms on the Board and has led our Maintenance committee. His eye 
for detail and vision for the school has been awe inspiring. Dom has worked on so many projects 
within our school, scoping and sourcing assistance in so many areas.  His knowledge and skill set 
has been invaluable. 
Danielle Forrest has served for two years as our P & F Representative on the school Board. 
Danielle has always attended all meetings and reported dutifully back on what exciting things 
are happening with our P & F go getters. 
Thank you to Our P & F President   
Taryn York has served as our P & F president for the past four years. She has been a wonderful 
President and led our P &F well. We have seen so many sensational events within our school 
community led by this group of talented parents. We have seen so much time taken to develop 
community spirit not just amazing fund-raising events that have resourced out school so well. 
Taryn has managed to keep humour and joy in our meetings and lead exciting discussions on 
how to bring joy to our community. We thank you for your time and care, you have led us well.  
 
 
SCHOOL FEES 2018 
All Catholic Primary schools will be transferring to an ‘Accrual’ method of Accounting in 2018.  
This transition will take place sometime in Semester 1.   Schools have been directed by CEWA 
(Catholic Education Western Australia) to commence invoicing Families on an Annual basis to 
assist with a smoother transition.  This means that families will receive a Statement at the 
commencement of the school year in February, which will detail all Fees for the year, for their 
children.    
Currently, all Annual Fees and Tuition Fees for Term One are sent out in Term One, with Tuition 
Fees for Terms Two, Three and Four being invoiced and sent home in later respective Terms.  
Progress Statements will still be sent out at the commencement of each Term.   Payment options 
will remain the same and these facilities include Cash, Cheque, Direct Debit or BPAY.   If you 
would like to arrange to pay your School Fees via BPAY, this can be done via your normal Internet 
Banking from home (BPAY and Reference Numbers on Family Statements) or Forms are 
available from the Office to make payment arrangements via CDF and the school. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  

P & F RAFFLE:  Congratulations to the winner Mat MacDonald of the 3.5m boat from the boat raffle.  

Here he is collecting his boat on Monday from Sportsmarine. 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 
ENROLMENTS  GUITAR/SINGING LESSONS 2018 
 To enrol your child for guitar or singing lessons in 2018, enrolment forms are available at the 
front office of the school.  For more information, please contact Vicky on 0408 902 943 or email 
vcornford@bigpond.com   
 

 
 
PIANO LESSONS    
Qualified and experienced piano teacher has vacancies for piano students.  For all enquiries, 
please telephone Mrs Elma Lee on 0428 368 988 
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BBack Row: Flynn Brown, Ebony Williams, Zoe Williams, 
MMilla Weston. 
 
FrFront Row: Krystal Ritchie, Owen Birnie. 
 
AAbsent: Gracie Iemma, Billy Wardle and Emily Wardle. 

 

Left to Right: Lexie Sara, Cooper Zanich, 
Emily Jansen 
 
Absent: Jessica Napoli, Emma Wilson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


